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Ш- ТНЕ GATEWAY OF INDIA 


_Bomsay, the port selected for the honour of Their Majesties’ arrival, has in 


more senses than one earned the title of the Gateway of India.. It was the first 
possession of the British Crown in India two hundred and fifty years ago, and 
it has seen the landing of two successive heirs to that Crown within the last 
half-century.” It is now also the terminus for the great steamship lines that link 
up East and West, and as a modern city, with manufactures of its own, it has 
a special character of eastern West and western East that makes it obviously 
the portal of transition. Nowhere in the East has contact with the West 
produced more remarkable results- For a long period, notwithstanding its 
extraórdinarily favourable position as regards the rest of India ard the fact that 
in the first decade of the eighteenth century it became the headquarters of the 
East India Company, it remained a settlement of very mcdest dimensions, with 


trade in dried fish and coconuts. But in the middle of the nineteenth century, 


with the development of communications, it commenced the rapid and 
wonderful growth which has now made it, with nearly a milhior: inhabitants, 
second only: to Calcutta in population, and, in some ways, perhaps the most 
splendid city in India, with its world-wide trading interests, its magnificent 
pubic buildings, and its unrivalled scenery and harbours, The Bombay of to-day 
is scarcely recognizable even as the same which King Edward saw not forty years 
before ; but it still preserves the wondrous atmosphere and colour of the East. 

| Busy and swarming with life as the city always is, и had never displayed 
such intensity of interest, wonder and deep feeling, as on the morning of the 2nd 
December 1911. The arrival of the Sovereign was an event that made ап 
extraordinary appeal to (ле imagination of ail classes of the people. The day 
before kad been Qucen Alexandra's birthday, the ceremonies in honour of which 
addel not. a little to the expe&ations and excitement of the multitude. The 
open грасез round Bombay were czcupied by the troops who had come for auty 
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in the pagearts, and for many days thousands of people, men, women, and 
children, had been pouring in by rail and road frem all parts of the Presidency 
and beyond. Тһе streets were therefore already packed long before sunrise 
with a gay, good-natured throng, which presented an almost inexhaustible 
variety of numan types and brilliant costumes, flowing along in a seething tide 
towards the harbour. The life and movement in the streets were indescribable. 
Whole families could be seen hastening to secure places which: would ensure 
a view of the procession, fathers carrying their sons оп their shouldérs, apd 
mothers with the last-born on the hip and a bundle-of food on the head, all 
dressed jn their best and excitedly hailing their friends. In this way, by eight 
o'clock, at which hour the official day began, every available point of vantage 
had been occupied. Shortly after three guns annouaced that the Emperor's 
ship had been sighted from the South-West Prongs lighthouse, and all eyes were 
then turned seaward. 

The excitement of the city was not reflected in the elements. “Ihe sea 
was one of burnished brass, only occasionally ruffled by the lightest of Dreezes, 
and the land was wrapped in a soft mist, an ominous presage of heat to come. 
But splashes of bright coiour were not wanting, for every vessel in the harbour 
was gaily dressed from stem to stern. Among these were the flagshin of the 
East India Station, H.M.S. ZZgAflyer, as well as H.M.S. Sphinx anu Fox, treshly 
come from operations against gun-runners in the Persian Gulf. The stately 
procession was at first only a tiny smudge of smoke far out on the horizon, but 
soon the white “Medina herself could be descried leading the four great cruisers; 
which kept perfect interval behind. Slowly and silently the squadron entered 
the harbour, and about half-past nine the Medina dropped her anchor some 
two and a half miles from the shore, to the eastward of the Middle Ground. 
At this instant the cempletion of the journey was signalized by an Imperial 
salute from all the warships then in port, led by the Ний уег. 

The Medina, was immediately surrounded by a swarm of launches, which 
passed busily about, one of them conveying on board Brigadier-General 
Grimston and seven of the officers specially attached to Their Majesties’ suite 
during the cour in India: Major H. R. Stockley, R.E., of the 1st Sappers and 
Miners; Major E. D. Money, of the rst King George's Own Gurkha Rifles; Captain 
К. Hogg, of the 49th King George's Own Central India Horse—all of whóm 
were assistant military secretaries to the King—and -Majors L. О. Graeme, of 
tle Cameron Highlanders, and С. С. .P. Humpnreys, of the 127th Queen 
Mary's Own Baluch Light Infantry; also -Captains B. S. Grissell, of the 
Norfolk Regiment, and L. F. Ashburner of the Royal Fusiliers, extra aides-de- 
camp to the King. Shortly after half-past ten the Governor-General, v'ho had 
arrived the night before by special train from Delbi and -was a guest of Sir 
George Clarke at Government House, went оп board from the Apollo Bandar, 
attended by the Naval Commander in Chief апа the Directer of the Royal 
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Indian Marine, and was received in audience by Their Majesties at 10.45 a.m., 
staying on board for luncheon. 'The King-Emperor had already, on the 
25th November, issued his Command “that the powers, duties, and position 
of the Governor-General shall remain unaffected during His Majesty's visit to 
India." His Majesty next received the Naval Commander in Chief, the 
Director of the Royal Indian Marine, and the Captains of the warships at 
Bombay, and at 11.15 the Governor of Bombay also went on board, and was 
presented by the Governor-General. With him were the Chief Justice of 
Bombay, the Bishop of Bombay, the members of the Governor's Council, the 
Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay, and the General Officer Com- 
manding the 6th (Poona) Division of the Army, all of whom were presented 
by the Governor, and returned with him to land soon afterwards. 

Meanwhile along the foreshore thousands on thousands of enthusiastic 
faces awaited a sight of Their Majesties, and the crowd evinced its feelings by 
loud exclamations most unusual among orientals. At the A pollo Bandar, where 
Their Majesties would land, an actual “ Gateway of India" was erected in the 


"form of a graceful white pavilion in the Saracenic style, consisting -of a domed 


porch, a central nave and two. side aisles, with gold-topped “minarets. This 
was erected just above the pier-head steps, and inland from it, at a distance of 
two hundred.and twenty-five feet, was another smaller pavilion surrounded by 
a bright display of banners emblematical of the British Dominions and 
surmounted by a Royal blue silk canopy and an Imperial crown. The latter 
pavilion was for the thrones, which faced landwards towards a semicircular 
amphitheatre designed to seat three thousand people. This was two hundred 
and forty feet across, with thirty-three tiers of seats rising twenty-four feet from 
the ground : its walli ing and its towers were white relieved with gold, and the 
seating and steps were of cloth dyed a soft green tone. All the arches of the 
pavilions and the amphitheatre were festooned with garlands and baskets of 
natural flowers. The space between the two pavilions, whicn was sprinkled 
with dazzling white sand, was lined on either side with hign. white Saracenic 
columns, each bearing a gilt lion. А red-carpeted pathway lay along the 
centre, on the south side of-which wes a Guard of Honour of the Royal 
Navy ee the ships of the East India station, under the command of Lieut. 
Lr V. Wells, К.М. The band of the Norfolk Regiment was behind this, 
and opposite to it on the other side was a flagstaff for the Royal Standard. 
-The whole scheme wes most effective and in admirable harmony with jts 
surroundings. It was designed and carried out by Mr. С. Wittet, Consulting 
Architect to the Government of Bombay, who was also responsible for the 
design of the :negnificent thrones in the pavilion. These were of gilded teak- 
wood, nine fect high, the backs bearing the Royal arms in the centre: the 
upholstery was of cloth-of-gold embroidered with the Imperial cinher and 


“specially woven at шағ The pavilion at the pierhead was a purely tempcrary 
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structure at the time, but it has since been decided, thanks то the munificence 
of a few private citizens of Bombay, with the co-operation of the Imperial апа 
local Governments, to erect on the same spot a permafent payilion as ап 
ornament to the city and a nerpetual reminder of the brilliant and ever- 
memorable scene in which it first took part. а : 

As the day wore on the early promise of oppressive heat^was fulfilled, 
the temperature rising far above the normal for the seasou of the year, but 
about three in the afternoon, by which time-the whole company at the Bandar 
nad assembled, some relief was afforded by the appearance of light clouds. 
The Governor arrived at half-past three, and shortly before four o'clock the 
Governor-General returned from the Medina to receive Their Majesties at 
the Bandar with Sir George Clarke and the high officials of Bombay. The 
anticipation of the multitude rose to the highest point of tension at about 
a quarter to four, when Their Majesties were due to leave the Medina, and 
soon a puff of smoke from the Defence, followed in an instant by others from 
the whole fleet and the land forts, announced that they had actually started. 
A few minutes later a small dark blue launch with gleaming brass appoint- 
ments, proudly bearing the Royal Standard at the bow and the White Ensign 
at the stern, ploughed her way rapidly through the brilliant opal water towards 
the shore, between a double-line of patrol boats which saluted with raised oars 
as she passed. In a few minutes she reached the steps of tbe pier, and for 
the first time in history a British monarch had set foot on Indian soil. The 
Covernor-General, in white uniform of the Indian political service, was in 
attendance at the foot of the stairs, which His Majesty himself was the first 
to ascend, closely followed by the Queen- Empress, the Governor-General, and 
the suite in attendance. His Majesty had a happy, eager air which clearly 
showed his pleasure at being once again in India. He was wearing the white 
uniform of an Admiral of the Fleet, with the ribbon of the Star of, [India and 
the stars of the Garter and the two Indian Orders. Her Majesty also wore the 
ribbon of the Gzrter. ` 

At the top of the steps in the pavilion were assembled the Governor 
of ВспаБау and Lady Clarke, the Naval Commander in Chief and Lady Slade, 
together with the principal local officials and a few Ruling Chiefs. These 
were all presented by the Governor, and then the King-Emperor stepped out^to 
inspect the Guard of Honour, after which a long white procession, in which 
the Sovereign and his consort could only be distingu2shed from а distance by 
the red and gold of the swraj-mukhi and chatr, moved to the throne ` dats 
facing the amphitheatre. Here Their Majesties took their seats, graciously 
acknowledging the vociferous cheering with which. they мете“ received not 
only by the representative gathering in the amphitheatre itself, but also by the 
multitudes outside, who shouted aloud for joy that-their hopes were now being 
realized. The Governor-General and other’ nigh officers of state stood on tne 
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right side of the thrones, the Governor of Bombay and the ladies of the 
Empress on the left. The other members of the suite were grouped behind, 
and the ships and sparkling water in the background gave the зрепе a special 
character of its own. 

The President of the Municipal Corporation, Sir Pherozeshah Mehta, who 
had held the same high office on the occasion of the Royal visitin 1905, then 
advanced with a deep obeisance to the front of the dais and, with His Majesty’s 
permission, read the following address : 


“ May it please Your Imperial Majesty, | 
“We, the President and the IMembers of the Municipal Corporation of the 
City of Bombay, crave leave to approach Your Imperial Majesties, оп your 
landing on the shores of India, with an adüress expressing the deep-rooted 
loyalty of the city and its pride and joy in thi$ auspicious occurrence. = 
The occasion is one unprecedented in the annals пс“ merely of India bu 
of the world-wide Empire over which Your Imperial Majesty rules. . Never 
before has the Sovereign left the centre of the Empire to visit his dominions^ 
over the seas. We recognize the significance of the cvent; we realize that your 
determination to announce your Coronation in person to vcar Indian peoples 
is a proclamation of the great place of India in the Empire and in the 
sympathies of the Royal House, and a demonstration that the Crown is the 
living bond uniting many different races in different climes under the flag 
which stands for ideals of justice, toleration, and progress. | 
We claim that our city has a peculiar title to the honour of being the 
first in India wherein the King-Emperor sets foot. The dower of a Royal 
alliance, this city represents no chance settlement acquired by purchase from 
petty Chiefs, or selected by merchants fugitive from othe? centres. Its 
importance and future greatness were foreseen by the sagacity of statesmen, and 
its acquisition by a Treaty of State constitutes the first intervention by the 
Royal Government of England in the administration of the land of India. 
We proudly claim that the high hopes entertained by the statesmen who 
acquired the island, and by the Governors wha founded and administered: the 
city, have met with rich fulfilment, and that this city constitutes the strongest 
link between the civilizations of the East and West, which it Nas ever been she 
aim of the Britisk Government to weld into one harmonious system. ~ 
We remember with joy that Your Imperial Majesty is no stranger in our 
midst. Six years ago, whén you came among „us as Prince of Wales, -you 
spared no pains to become acquainted with our people and problems, our crts 
and industries. We rejoice со think that, -sinze your, visit, a steady advance 
has been made in the realization of high civic ideals. ^ The natural vicissitudes 
of a commercial and industrial centre have affected, but not retarded, а material 
progress which has gone hand in hand with с lively desire to ameliorate сле 
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conditions under which our poorer citizens live, and to- develop the natural 
advantages of the island. We rejoice to think that Bombay 15 broad-based 
upon the firmest of- foundations in being united within itself, and that «ће 
diverse races and classes, whom we represent, are actuated by a strong sense of 
common citizenship. 

We welceme once more the gracious presence of Her Imperial Majesty 
the Queen-Empress) The people of India, regarding Her Imperial Majesty 
as the lofty embodiment of the highest ideals of family life, will recognize, 
with renewed feelings of gratitude and affection, Her Imperial Majesty's interest 
in them as evinced by this second visit to their shores. 

The advent* of Your Imperial Majesty as a visible indication’ of your 
assumption of the sovereignty of the Erapire. cannot fail to leave an indelible 
impression on the hearts of your Indian subjects. It is our fervent prayer that 
the reign of Your Imperial Majesty, fortified by a knowledge of the Indian 
people, instinct with s«mpathy Юг them*in their sorrows, no less than in their 
joys, and imbued with a love for them inherited from your revered predecessors, 
may be fraught with tht richest blessings for all united under the Imperial Crown. 


Sir Pherozesbah then tered the address to His Мајезу i a silver casket 
that was: brought up by Mr. Сасе! and Mr. Masani, respectively Municipal 
Commissioner and Secretary. This casket was a handsorie piece of work- 
manship with decorations symbolical of the various races composing the city, 
the base representing the Parsis, a compliment to the commercial and financial 
genius of this prosperous community to which Bombay owes so much. Lady 
Mehta, in the picturesque costume of her race, then came forward and offered 
a bouquet of pink antl white orchids to the Queen- Empress, who graciously 
accepted it, after which the members of the Municipal Corporation, seventy in 
number, who during the address had been standing in a semicircle before the 
dais, were presented by their president. 

His Majesty then rose, and in a clear, impressive voice, read the followirig 


reply: 


ч re have rightly said that I am no stranger among you, and I can heartily 

respond that I feel myself no stranger in your beautitul city. Six years 
ago I arrived indeed as 2 newcomer; but the recollection of your cordial and 
sympathetic greeting is still fresh in my memory. The wondrous aspect dis- 


closed, by the approach to your shores, the first glimpse of the palms, rising 


as it were from the boscm of the sea, have лос been forgotten, and have lost 
none oftheir fascination forme. From Bombay I set forth in 1905, encouraged 
by.your affectionate welcome. to «гауегве at any rate a part of this vast count-y, 
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and to strive to gain some knowledge of its people. Such knowledge as I 
acquired could not but deepen my sympathy with all races and creeds, and when 
through the lamented death of my beloved father I was called ta the Throne 
of my ancestors, one of my first and most earnest desires was to revisit my good 
subjects 1n India. 

It is with feelings of no common emotion that I find myself heré again 
to-day with. the Queen-Empress at my side and that desire fulfilled. And 


1 соте with a heart full of gratitude that the anxiety due to a threatened scarcity 


in certain areas of the Presidency has, thanks to favourable and opportune rains, 
been’ happily dispelled, and that there is every prospect of your land being 
blessed with a good spring harvest. 

Your eloquent address has recalled to me, that Ване was once the dowry 
of a British Queen. As such Humphrey Cook took it over two ‘hundred and 
fifty years аро: a mere fishing village. You, gentlemen, and your forerunners 
have made it a jewel of the British Crown. I see again with ‘oy the rich 
setting of its beautiful and stately buildings; I note also the less conspicuous 
but also more profitable improvements 1а(еју effected ; but, above all, I recognize 
with pride your efforts to he:ghten what must always be the supreme lustre of such 
a jewel as this, the peace, happiness, and prosperity of all classes of the citizens. 

From my heart I thank you for the generous reception accorded to the 
Queen-Empress and myself to-day. 

We earnestly pray that God’s blessing may rest upon our Indian Empire, 
and that peace and prosperity may be ever vouchsafed to its people." 


The Emperor’s gracious words were audible to many morê than Ше: 
privileged persons bidden to the amphitheatre, and they met with a most 
enthusiastic - reception, in acknowledgment of which His Majesty saluted 
repeatedly. Their Majesties’ carriage, а semi-state landau with postilions ‚апа 
six hoses, on which the chatr and suraj-mukhi were carried, was then brouglit 
up on the road behind the thrones. 

The procession for the Imperi?l progress through the city had already 
been formed up on the rcadways outside. It was about a mile long and was 
headed by an English police offiver, with: two mounted, Indian constables. Next’ 
came the Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General of the Bombay Brigade, Major 
Н. A. V. Cummins, followed by two troopers- and then а nor-commis.ioned 
officer of the 7th Dragoon Guards. These were follawed by а squadron of the 
same regiment with its band. Y battery of Royal Horse Artillery can:e next, 
followed by the remainder of the Dragoons, making up the whole regiment, 
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which was in white uniform. Next came the Bombay Light Horse, a small 
ebut businesslike-looking Body Guard, and after them, with his “ай е General 
Officer commanding the Bombay Brigade, Brigadier-General J. C. Swann, who 
was in command of the whole escort. This officer was followed by a half of 
the Governor’s Body Guard, which had the honour of immediatcly preceding 
Their Majesties’ carriage. The place of honour on the right of this was held 
by Captain Lucas, commandant of the Body Guard, and on the left by Major 
Sir Henry Procter, commanding the Light Horse. Behind these rode Mr. 
S. М. Edwardes, the Coramissioner of Police, and a Deputy Comnuissioner of 
Police. Behind the carriage rode the Equerries in Waiting, and then followed 
successively the remainder of the Body Guard,- eight carriages containing the 
Governor-General, the Governor of Bombay. and Lady Clarke, and Their 
Majesties suite, and then the 26th Cavalry, formerly the 1st Madras Lancers, 
who from their old connexion may be said to have represented the senior 
presidency, Madras, which the King-Emperor, to his great regret, was unable 
to include in his tour. This regiment also had the honour of acknowledging · 
the Kifig-Emperor as its Colonel in Chief. * The procession went at a slow trot 
and took over an hour and a half to complete the circuit, which was about seven 
miles long, and was specially mapped out to take Their Majesties through each 
of the principal sections of the town—first the modern city that had grown 
up outside the line of the old ramparts on land reclaimed from the sea ; then 
successively through the Hindu and Muhammadan quarters of the densely 
populated native town ; and last through the manufacturing district—for Their 
Majesties’ great desire was to see and to be seen by the greatest numbers possible. 
The route commenced by way of Apollo Bandar Road, Esplanade Road, and 
the Crescent, in early days the southernmost limit of the old fort ramparts. It 
was lined throughout by troops; those near the Apollo Bandar being the 
Naval Brigade and the Royal Garrison Artillery, and, in the fort, the Royal 
Warwickshire Regiment, the Bombay Volunteer Artillery, the Great Indian 
Peninsular Railway Volunteers, the 105th Mahratta Light Infantry, and the 
127th Baluch Light Infantry. In the city were the Loyal Nerth Lancashire 
Regiment, the Norfolk Regiment, the ro2nd Grenadiers, the 104th Wellesley's 
Ritles; in the Queen's Road ‘section the g6th Berar Infantry, the ri7th 
Mahráttas, the Bombay, Baroda, and Central India Railway Volunteers, and 
in the Mayo Road the Bombay Volunteer Rifles. The scheme of decoration 
had been entrusted to Mr. Wittet, who was responsible for the whole. It was 
схсеЛеп у carried out, ра у at the public expense and partly bv private 
munificence, and was designed to supplement and not obscure the natural beauty 
of the citv. It was, throughout, distinctively Indian in character, and was 
arranged: in sections, eacu of which was symbouical of some portion of the 
Bombay:community. The decorations in the first part carried on the idea of 
the pavilion gateway. Lofty, slerder.minaret-like pillars with golden dome-like 
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finials, linked together by festoons, and becring banners with Indian devices, 
led up to a fine arch in the same style at the corner of the Esplanade Road. 
The line then went past the statue of King Edward VII, which His Majesty 
respectfully saluted, the Queen-Empress at the same time reverently bowing her 
head, and past the new ‘statue of the Emperor himself, in front of the rising 
Prince of Wales’s Museum, inaugurated at the time of the previous visit to 
India; thence along the Hornby Road, the development of which, with ‘splendid 
buildings and A ek. has been one of the most remarkable {аге of modern 
Bombay. The minarets were continued along this road, and at the farther end, 
near the-quarters that formed the first settlements of the Parsis in the 17th 
century,-terminated i in the Parsi zrch, a massive and striking structure, emblematic 
of the commuñity which raised it. The general design was modelled on a 
restoration of the gateway of the palace of Sargon at Khorsabad, the base being 
decorated with winged Assyrian lions, the summit by resplendent suns. 

The roadside pillars were contimred beyond the Parsi arch, but from this 
point, instead of being Indo-Saracenic, typical of the fusion е by British 
rule, they became square in section and of pure Hindu and Jain designs. They 
were arranged in pairs, each pillar being surmounted by a conical cupola of 
characteristic design, gaily decorated in-primary colours and hearing bannerettes, 
while a golden elephant on a projecting tracket served to carry the Соя 
which hung across the street. The route went on past the garden that now 
marks the [опе northern boundary of the fort, and in front of the imposing 
Victoria railway terminus, once the site of the temple of the goddess Mumbai, 
whence Bombay takes its name; thence along the straight stretch of Cruick- 
shank Road, where thousands a school-children waving small flags were massed 
beneath the trees, past the new municipal building, where an arch in the 
Renaissance style was raised by the Municipality decorated with purple silk 
and displaying the city arms, with the proud motto Urbs prima т Indis. It 
then passed into another world—the native city—entered through-a handsome 
arch erected by the Southern Mahratta Chiefs; along Kalbadevi Road, where a 
shrine to the goddess Kali stands, on to Paidhoni—the place of foot-bathing—so 
called from a small stream which trickled down in days gone by, at which 
the wayfarer was wont to rest and cool his feet. At this point four pairs of 
Hindu pillars ended the decorations for the time being, the narrow roads in 
the native quarter being left to individual enterprise. ^ Their Majesties’ progress- 
gained in strength and impressiveness in the crowded native portion of the 
town, and in-no part was the populace nore enthusiastic than in the Musalman 
quarter of the Bhendy Bazar, where four lofty ` minars supported a canopv of 
green silk, the colour of the Haj. The cortege then proceeded along Parel 
Road, the centre of the mill industry,- and? Sandhurst Road, called after a 
forner governor. At the farthest point, where the-route commenced to turn 
back, eight minarets linked by festoons formed а circle,-and similar decorations- 
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were continued frorn Sandhurst Road up to and beyond the curious but by 
no means uneffective arch, thirty-seven feet high, made of cotton bales and 
loose cotton to the value of about twelve thousand pounds, representing 
Bombay’s staple industry. Near this the operatives, who had all been paid 
as though they were at work, were massed in tens of thousands. Two pillars 
in the Renaissance style, representing the Goanese colony, ended this section of 
the decorations.- Over Sandhurst Bridge the course turned into the beautiful 
avenue of Queen's.Road, with its overhanging trees, along Church Gate Street, 
named after the entrance о: the fort leading to St. Thomas’s Church, now the 
"Cathedral, down Mayo Road, and back to the Bandar. From the Queen's Road 
no attempt was made at any artificial ornamentation, reliance being placed on the 
natural beauty of the surroundings; but from the secretariat buildings, where the 
route lay through a modern European quarter, the Saracenic scheme commenced 
once more and was continued to the Bandar. 

The formal decorations have been described, but they were a mere frame- 
work, and-it was the teeming mass of humanity, with colours and contrasts 
unimagmable in the West, that gave the scene its character. ‘Bombay had 
never made puolic holiday in quite the same wholehearted way before, or 
given so real а welcome. Every balcony, roof, and window was bright with 
joyous faces and brilliant-coloured rlothing. Stands had been erected on the 
open spaces aid all along the гоше where the road was not too narrow, and 
these were crowded with men of every Indian race, while in the first part 
of the route there was a fair sprinkling of Europeans." At every side street 
a densely packed throng pressed forward to the line of march, and the populace 
of many cities seemed to have poured out into the streets. The people had 
come ‘for the event of .a lifetime, and, in spite of the excessive heat and the 
weary hours of waiting, a better-tempered and more easily managed crowd 
could scarcely have been possible. A wonderful effect of overwhelming numbers 
that rendered the setting barely visible was the result, and it was by this more than 
anything else that the welcome was distinguished. It was the kina of greeting 
that Their Majestics most desired, and it was particularly noticeable where, 
as at many parts of the route, the school- children of all castes спа creeds were 
ascembled in their thousands and, as the Imperial carriage passed, started to 
their feet, waving small flags and filling the air with tréble cheers and shouts. 
Even where, as at many points of the native city, the crowd remained passive, 
there was something unmistakable about the attitude maintained. The interest, 
though constently changing throughout the course, never for one instant flagged, 
and Грег Majesties were evidently much moved by the demonstrations ‘and 
manifestations of loyalty which had marked their whole progress. 

It was almost sunset when Their Majesdes reached the Apollo Bandar, 
where the company in the amphitheatre had awaited their return, A Guard 
of Honour of the Norfolk Regiment, under the command of Captain Е. С. Lodge, 

| | 
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was in attendance, and after this had been inspected Their Majesties bowed 
to the assembly and returned to the Medina, another Imperial salute being fired 
by the land forts as they stepped on board the Large. 

In the evening, the honour of dining with Their Majesties on the deck of 
the Medina was accorded to a large and distinguished company, which included 
the Governor-General and the Naval Commander in Chief. —— 

At sunset the buildings of the city, which during the day had been only of 
secondary interest, proudly proclaimed themselves in lines of blazing fire, every 
single structure of any importance being thus illuminated. Much was done by 
electricity in the principal streets of the city, but the soft artistic light of . 
hundreds and thousands of the old Indian hand-lighted lamp, which 15 like 
nothing else in the world, was still seen everywhere. The shipping in the 
harbour was similarly outlined, and the scene was one of remarkable beauty 
and brilliance. Dense throngs moved through the streets till a very late hour, 
spellbound at the display and still discussing the almost incredible event of the 
appearance of the Sovereign among them. 

Throughout the day Their ° Majesties were overwhelmed with many 
thousand. of messages of loyal greeting from every part of India and the Empire. 
The Governor of Mad:as telegraphed :_ 


“With humble duty оп behalf of the Government and people of the 
Madras Presidency, I beg to respectfully convey to Your Imperial Majesty and 
Her Imperial Majesty the Queen-Empress a most loyal and hearty welcome to 
India and an expression of our heartfelt delight that Your Majesties have been 
graciously pleased once more to visit this portion of the Empire.” | 


And to this message His Majesty sent reply: 


“ НЕ Queen-Empress and I greatly appreciate the hearty welcome which 
we have received from you on behalf of the Government and the 
people of the Madras Presidency, and sincerely thank you.” 


Another message that was highly esteemed by Their Majesties was from 
the All India Muslim League, who telegraphed : 


“ The Council of the * All India Muslim League,’ on behalf of the seventy 
millions of Indian Musalmans, begs respectfully to offer its most heartfelt welcome 
to His Majesty the King- Emperor and his gracious consort on their landing эп 
the shores of this ancient land. The Council greets in the person of His Imperial 
Majesty the greatest ruler of the Muslim world, and as such tenders to him its 
most loyal homage and prays for His Imperial Majes:y's long and glorious reign, 
blessed with peace and prosperity. His Imperial Majesty’s auspicious and ever- 
memorable visit is the more gratifying to his Musalman subjects as his arrival in 
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а vessel bearing the sacred name of Medina coincides with the holy festival of the 


Вакт, a day of universal rejoicing all over Islam." 


The veteran Parsi PUDE Mr. Dadabhoy Naorojee sent a message through 
the Governor: 


* [ was born in the middle of the reign of His Majesty King George IV. 
After eighty-six years І have the supreme happiness to hail and welcome most 
heartily to my dear mother country Your Gracious Majesties the King-Emperor 


| George V and Queen-Empress Mary.” 


To this he reeeived reply next day from the Emperor's private secretary : 


“The King-Emperor and Queen-Empress "were much gratified to receive 
your words of welcome to India contained in your letter of 30th November to 
His Excellency the Governor of Bembay, and I am commanded to express to 
you Their Imperial Majesties’ best thanks for these kind sentiments. Their 
Imperial Majesties were greatly touched by the hearty receptior accorded to 
them yesterday by the people of Bombay. The King-Emperor and Оиееп- 
Empress trust that you are in good health, and that your old age may be blessed 
with peace and happiness." 


Their Majesties passed the night on board the Medina, guarded by the great 
cruisers that formed their escort. The next day was Sunday, to the strict 
. observance of which as a day of rest and religious exercise Their Majesties are 
always much attached. In the morning they took part in divine service held on 
board the ship, and at quarter-past опе they went ashore to honour the Governor 
and Lady Clarke at luncheon at Government House. Their Majesties, attended 
by Major-General Sir Stuart Beatson, proceeded from the Apollo Bandar by 
motor, the route being along Apollo Bandar Road, Mayo Road, Church Gate 
Street, Queen’s Road, Sandhurst Road, Chowpatty and Walkeshwar Road, all of 
which were lined by troops of the Royal Garrison Artillery, the Norfolk 
Regiment, the 96th Infantry, the rosth Mahratta Light Infant. ry, and the 
127th Baluch Light Infantry. They returned to the ship immediately after 
luncheon, a Guard of Honour of the Royal Garrison Artillery, under Captain 
Н. Е: Molesworth, being then on the pier with the band of the Norfolk 
Regiment ; and they were on shore again before five o'clock to attend the evening 
service at the Cathedral Church. The Bishop of Bombay preached from the 
text “Seek ve first the xingdom of God and His righteousness,” the subje 
of the discourse being the cuty of England towards India. The hymns 
that vere sung, including Gounod’s anthem “Send out Thy light," were 
specially chosen by His Majesty. Their Majesties arrived at the Cathedral 
at 5.15 p.m., and after tne service drove through Church Gate Street and 
Esplanade Road back їс the Bandar, where they embarked about б. 30, а salrce 
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being fired. In the evening the Governor of Bombay and Lady Clarke had the 
honour of dining with Their Majesties on the Medina, among the others present 
being the Aga Khan and the Chief Justice of Bombay. The same evening the 
Governor-General left for Delhi by special train at eleven o’clock, a supplementary 
train taking some of the members of the Imperial suite to Delhi, to be there in 
advance of Their Majesties. | 

On the following day Their Majesties landed at half-past nine in the 
morning, the Political Secretary to the Government of Bombay being in attendance 
on the Bandar, and the Guard of Honour, as on the day before, being found by 
the 127th Baluchis. They proceeded at once by the Mayo and Esplanade 
Roads,^with an escort of the 7th Dragoon Guards and the 26th Cavalry, under 
the command of Lieutenant-Coionel г. С. Logan-Home, and attended by Majors 
Wigram, Stockley, and Money on horseback, and the remainder of the suite in 
carriages, to the grounds of the Old Bombay Exhibition, which had been operied 
only a few days before by Sir George Clarke, and which contained reproductions 
of some of tke features of the old fort and a splendid collection of Indian art and 
craftsmanship. Here, in a huge amphitheatre formed by removing part of the 
stadium, twentv-six thousand school-children of every caste and creed, and dressed 
in all the varied colours of the East, had been assembled to see and greet 
Their Majesties. It was а great popular festival. The Guard of Honour 
outside the entrance was furnished by the Bombay Volunteer Rifles, com- 
manded by Captain Н. Е. Busch, аза inside by cadets of the same corps 
belonging to the various schools of the city. Their Majesties were received: 
with a great outburst of cheering, which completely drowned the strains of 
the National Anthem played by the band, while the children waved а forest 
of small blue flags above their heads, producing the effect of wind-swept 
flower-beds. The Governor, the Chief Justice, who was chairman of the fête, 
Sir Pherozeshah Mehta, vice-chairman, Mr. Cadell, general secretary, Mr. 
Shahpurji Broacha and Mr. Wardlaw Milne, respectively chairmam and general 
secretary of the Old Bombay Exhibition Committee, received Their Majesties 
as they alighted and conducted them to a high dais, where they were plainly 
visiple to all. | | | ЭЕ 

Representative groups of children of the various races and sections of the 
community then came forward and sang the National Anthem in English, and 
paraphrases in three languages, Gujarati, Marathi, and Urdu. The Englisk 
setting was used in the first three cases, but an Indian tune was employed with 
the Urdu vérsion. After this two huudred and thirty girls from “the Gujarati- 
speaking community gave a Gary, or religious song, accompanied by a rhythmic. 
dance. The girls moved slowlv in three concentric circles,.swaying, bending, 
and clapping their hands with curious interlacing movements. in the vuter circle 
were one hundred and twenty girls of the Parsi ccmmunity, in the next sixty 
Hindus, and in the innermost both Hircus and Parsis. The song, specially 
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written for the occasion, was one о, welcome and blessing, and of prayer for long 
life and prosperity, the first verse running as follows : 


“Long, long mayest thou live, King George, and Mary with thee. 
Welcome is your coming, the people of India are giad. 
Defender of the Faith, valiant hero, may you be victorious throughout the world, Emperor 
of India. 
O Imperial Ruler, may you reign for ever! Such is the prayer of all Bharata. 
May your glory ever increase as that of our Mother Victoria, 
And peace, as in King Edward’s day, ever reign beneath the British Flag." 


~ 


On the conclusion of this performance Their Majesties descended fı эр the 
green and white pavilion, and drove slowly between the masses of excited ard 
shouting children to the exhibition of Old Bombay, where Mr. Shahpurji 
Broacha pointed out the principale exhibits, which were examined by Their 
Majesties with keen interest. А large model of the seven islands of Bombay in 
1762, and another showing the city at the present day, with the sever become | 
one by reclamation from the sea, were much admired, His Majesty aecepting 
from the hands of Mr. Wardlaw Milne a replica in silver gilt. of the former. 
When Their Majesties left, the children, who had in the meantime been given 
a display of daylight fireworks, were allowed to enter the exhibition, each child 
before leaving being given a souvenir cup and a bag of sweets. 

Their Majesties returned to the shin about 11 a.m., and remained quietly 
on board for the remainder of the day and the following morning, to dispose of 
State business and to take a little rest before the strenuous labours that lay before 
them at Delhi. The same evening^a pyrotechnic display was given for the 
entertainment of the populace on the Back Бау, the whole sea-fiont of which 
was covered with an interested crowd. The fireworks were discharged at three 
separate stations from low barges on the water, and had the appearance of rising 
from the sea. In the afternoon of the 5th December Their Imperial Majesties 
visited the old 8th-century cave temples on the isle of Elephanta at the north 
end of the harbour, and did not land again till a quarter-past ten in tne evening, 
to take train for Delhi. A brief halt was made at the Apollo Bandar, where in 
the pavilion Their Majesties presented signed portraits of themselves to various 
personages and institutions. The Guard of Honour on this occasion was 
furnished by the то Wellesley’s Rifles, under the command of Captain 
G. G. C. Maclean, and after this had been inspected Their Majesties with their 
suite drove to the Victoria terminus, the escort being found, as before, by th? 
7th Dragoon Guards and the 26th Cavalry. The streets were lined by troops 
and packed with people, and the whole city and harbour were again a blaze of 
illuminacicn, the popular enthusiasm and interest being no less than on the day 
of Their Majesties' arrival. 

‚ The railway station had been tastefully decorated for the occasion in yellow 
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and white, and, in addition to the railway authorities, al! the high officials of 
Bombay were in attendance there, including the Governor and Lady Clarke, the 
Chief Justice, the Bishop, the members of the Executive Council, the Generi 
Commanding the Bombay Brigade with his staff, the Inspector- General of 
Police, the Municipal Commissioner, the Commissioner of Police; and the 
Sheriff of Bombay. 

Before departure the King-Emperor inspected the Guard of o of the 
96th Berar Infantry, under Captain J. de L. Сопгу, that was mounted on the 
platform, and the train left at 10.45 p.m. 

The heat had been overpowering at Bombay, and it is difficult to bring 
home tc the minds of those who do not know the climate the strenuous nature 
of Their Majesties' labours in such an atmosphere immediately after the voyage. 
Nothing, however, could have been a greater -success than this first stage of the 
Imperial visit. It was in every sense worthy of the city and the occasion, га 
splendid example of the pageantry in “which the East excels; but it was more 
than this. It was ап object-lesson to the world of Oriental Empire and of unity 
in difference. It was a great popular ovation, a genuine outhurst of simple 
affection on the part of a population which, however varied in colour, creed, and 
language, was entirely of one feeling and one mind. It struck the keynote for 
what followed at Delhi and. Calcutta, and Bombay is justly proud of the events 
of those few days. Their Majesties were much impressed and moved by the 
spontaneity of the greeting they received, and they felt, as they had felt before, 
that they were at home among these gentle, kindly people. The feeling was | 
reciprocatea, and the people showed it in an unmistakable way. They went 
back to their villages in all parts of the province, and among their neighbours 
acquired а kind of sanctity from having seen the King, the great monarch of 
their religious precepts, the protector of the humble.  The.success of the 
arrangements was due very largely to the solid and unobtrusive labour that was 
bestowed on them by His Excellency Sir George Clarke and by Mr.*Cadell, the 
Municipal Commissioner, and Mr. Edwardes, the Commissioner of Police, 
whose efforts for the Саон and convenience of the people were beyond all 
praise. The police Lad rarely to exert their authority, crime practically dis- 
appeared, and accidents, for which the local St. John Ambulance Brigades,had 
made ample provision, were almost unknown. 

The route taken by Their Majesties was Бу Baroda ind. Ratlam, iot 
the picturesque Mukundwára Pass, on the new Bombay, Вагода, and Central 
India line, through Kota and the majestic ranges of Southern Jaipur to Bharatpur, 
and thence through Muttra to Delhi. "The^speed was kept low for greater 
safety and comfort, and the Governor, wno left Bombay after- аи Majesties, 
arrived at Delhi Пе 

The train, which was in charge of осела оне! А. р. С. Shelley, 
R.c., agent of the railway, was a magnificent one, consisting : often bogie vehicles, 
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measuring over six hundred and ninety-nine feet in length, and weighing four 
hundred and twenty-seven tons. It was the same that had been used by Their 
Majesties when they visited India as Prince and Princess of Wales; but for the 
present occasion it was practically reconstructed at the East Indian Railway 
workshops at Lilooah and refurnished, not with luxury and comfort, but with 
that refined simplicity for which Their Majesties’ surroundings are always dis- 
tinguished. ‘The train was а good illustration of what can nowadays Бе 
accomplished by Indian labour under British supervision. The coaches were all 
painted white with gold lines, and the two saloons for Their Majesties, which 
were in the centre of the train, were identical in interior arrangements and each 
contained three "apartments. The furniture in the Emperor’s seloon was 
upholstered in dark green morocco, and in that of the Empress in green silk 
tapestry. The staff saloons were three in number, and were marshalled on either 
side of the Royal saloons, two in front and one behind. The dining-saloon was 
in rear of the latter, and behind this agant came the kitchen carriage, the appoint- 
ments of which would have been a model anywhere. "The remaining coaches 
were ror the railway and police officials, and for servants, the rear hrake van 
having accommodation for the Indian doctor and the postmaster. 

The King-Emperor's passage to Delhi was itself strikingly typical of the 
progress that had been attained nader the ægis of the Crown. Fifty years ago 
the journev, now accomplished in little more than a day, was one of several 
weeks, partly through country infested with dacoits; while the line over which 
Their Majesties now travelled was not in existence when they visited India only 


six years before. 
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